genesis £ 78

ESL Bible Study — July 19, 2021

Lesson 35 — Isaac: sins and struggles P S 533l

Vocabulary for today:

1. famine (noun) /'fem.mn/ — a lack of food during a long period of time in a region L3¢

2. decree (noun) /d1'kri:/ — an official statement that something must happen 7%:4; 4 @4

3. to caress (verb) /ka'res/ — to touch or kiss someone in a gentle and loving way Z$k; 4s; £V

Genesis 26:1-11 Isaac and Abimelech (1) AU KE) (—)

Genesis 26:1 Now there was a famine in the land—Dbesides the previous famine in Abraham’s time—and
Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar.
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Genesis 26:2-3 The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where |
tell you to live. 3 Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your
descendants | will give all these lands and will confirm the oath | swore to your father Abraham.
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Genesis 26:4-6 | will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these
lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, ® because Abraham obeyed me and did

everything | required of him, keeping my commands, my decrees and my instructions.” ® So Isaac stayed in
Gerar.
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Genesis 26:7 When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” because he

was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, “The men of this place might kill me on account of Rebekah,
because she is beautiful.”
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Genesis 26:8-9 When Isaac had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked down from
a window and saw Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah. °® So AbimelechsummonedIsaac and said, “She is really

your wifel Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’?”” Isaac answered him, “Because | thought I might lose my
life on account of her.”
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Genesis 26:10-11 Then Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the men might well have

slept with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.”'* So Abimelech gave orders to all the
people: “Anyone who harms this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.”
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english-chinese-traditional/touch
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english-chinese-traditional/kiss
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english-chinese-traditional/gentle
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english-chinese-traditional/loving

v' Discuss (GHig)

1. Whenever there was a famine in the land, it was tempting for people to go down toEgypt. The Nile
flowed from high in the mountains of central Africa and provided adependable source of water. Why
didn’t the Lord want Isaac to go down to Egypt? Whatpromise did the Lord give Isaac to help him fight
the temptation to go there?
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2. What great blessing did the Lord give Isaac? (verses 3,4)
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3. lIsaac too succumbed to the pressure of trying to escape possible harm by calling Rebekahhis sister. How
did this situation parallel Abraham’s actions in Egypt? (chapter 12)
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v’ Apply (FZF)

4. Sometimes we give much attention to the sins of the patriarchs and treat them asespecially great sinners.
Yet in each of these accounts, the Lord does not rebuke them.God continues to shower his blessings on
them. Why do you think this is so?
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EHXL:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever. Amen.
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